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Business of the Month:

Big R Stores - Monte Vista

Since 1962 Big R has been "The One Stop Shop" for farm, clothing,
ranch and home. Visit us often to see our latest ads, new products,

and store events!

https://www.montevistachamber.org/


CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION!

Featured Organization:
The LOR Foundation (Monte Vista, Colorado)

LOR works with people in rural places to improve quality of life. I'm Ivette,
the LOR community officer in Monte Vista, and I would love to connect
with you!
LOR is a private foundation that works with individuals and organizations to
kick-start projects that benefit rural places in the Mountain West.
Our name shares our values:

LivabilityLivability
OpportunityOpportunity

ResponsibilityResponsibility

We believe that many small actions can create lasting change, and we support
solutions to problems the community has identified as priorities. Sometimes that

help is funding. And sometimes it’s simply connecting people and organizations with
resources—and to each other.

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve

https://bigronline.com/


Open 24/7 year round! There are no limitations or reservations to visit,
but there is currently limited capacity in the visitor center.

The tallest dunes in North America are the centerpiece in a diverse
landscape of grasslands, wetlands, forests, alpine lakes, and tundra. Stay

on a moonless night to experience this International Dark Sky Park's
starry skies!

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve is an
American national park that conserves an area of large sand dunes up to 750 feet
(230 m) tall on the eastern edge of the San Luis Valley, and an adjacent national
preserve in the Sangre de Cristo Range, in south-central Colorado, United
States. The park was originally designated Great Sand Dunes National Monument on
March 17, 1932, by President Herbert Hoover. The recreational visitor total was
527,546 in 2019. The park contains the tallest sand dunes in North America.

Native People
Another main crop for Southern Colorado Farming is barley and wheat.
The farmers began planting barley every other year in rotation with potatoes
to help put nutrients back into the soil and reduce weed growth.
The San Luis Valley specifically grows malt barley which is supplied to Coors
Brewing Company to make beer.
There are very strict tests that the barley must meet in order to be used by
Coors Brewing Company. These include the proper moisture content, protein,
damaged and broken kernels, or mold. If the barley does not pass it is usually
sold for feed barley at a much lower price.

Settler Exploration
In 1694, Don Diego de Vargas became the first European known to have entered the
San Luis Valley, although herders and hunters from the Spanish colonies in present-
day northern New Mexico probably entered the valley as early as 1598. De Vargas
and his men hunted a herd of 500 bison in the southern part of the valley before
returning to Santa Fe. In 1776, Juan Bautista de Anza and an entourage of men and
livestock probably passed near the dunes as they returned from a punitive raid
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against a group of Comanches. At this time, the valley was a travel route between
the High Plains and Santa Fe for Comanches, Utes, and Spanish soldiers. The dunes
were likely a visible landmark for travelers along the trail.
The first known writings about Great Sand Dunes appear in Zebulon Pike's
journals of 1807. As Lewis and Clark's expedition was returning east, U.S. Army Lt.
Pike was commissioned to explore as far west as the Arkansas and Red Rivers. By
the end of November 1806, Pike and his men had reached the site of
today's Pueblo, Colorado. Still pushing southwest, and confused about the location
of the Arkansas River, Pike crossed the Sangre de Cristos just above the Great Sand
Dunes.

Click Here for More Information on the Great Sand Dunes National Park
and Preserve

Happenings in December!

Monte Vista Annual Christmas Celebration

When: Saturday, December 3rd, 2022 at 5:15 P.M.
Where: Fullenwider Park, Monte Vista, Colorado 81144

Click Here For More Information!
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Holiday Bazaar
The Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce is
hosting the annual Holiday Bazaar held Dec 2nd
& 3rd at the outcalt event & conference Ski - Hi
Complex and Santa will be there to kick off the

holiday season for the town of Monte Vista! This year's event will feature
professional photos with Santa by Kim Marquez Photography for your pets
or children, wagon rides, and products from local vendors in the San Luis
Valley! Don't miss out on this opportunity for fun for the whole family!!

When: Friday, December 2nd, from 10:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. &
Saturday, December 3rd, from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

Where: Ski - Hi Complex, 2389-2499 Sherman Ave, Monte
Vista, CO 81144

Click Here For More Information!

Del Norte Parade of Lights & Fireworks + Merchant Open
House Santa - Del Norte Parade of Lights lines up at 5:30pm on Dec 16. Prizes for
the best float and decorated vehicles with holiday lights. Register for the contest by Dec 9th

https://www.montevistachamber.org/holiday-bazaar-2022.html


on the delnortechamber.org website.

Fireworks to follow the parade from D Mountain. Santa will be at High Valley Community
Center. 
Merchants will be open and festive shopping and fun. Enjoy an evening with the whole
town. 

When: Friday, December 16th at 6:00 P.M.
Where: Del Norte CO Downtown

605 Grand Ave Del Norte, CO 81132

Click Here for More Information!

Sunflower Bank Donates $3,034 to Monte Vista SchoolsSunflower Bank Donates $3,034 to Monte Vista Schools
through its ABC Program for Educationthrough its ABC Program for Education

Monte Vista, CO (November 22, 2022) – Sunflower Bank and
First National 1870 announce a total donation of $101,895 to
schools that participated in its ABC Program for Education’s
2021-2022 school year campaign, which includes $3,034

received by schools in Monte Vista. Sunflower Bank originated the program in 2001,
and since then has contributed over $1.6 million to support kindergarten through
12th grade education in the communities it serves. Donations were distributed
throughout October 2022 by local branch teams.
“Support for K-12 education is one of the cornerstones of our commitment to our
communities. Since 2001, Sunflower Bank has given away over $1.6 million through
the ABC Program in direct funding to the schools and students selected by our
customers. The ABC Program is a truly meaningful way that we partner with local
educational and financial literacy initiatives, and encourage academic achievement in
our youth,” stated Mollie Carter, Sunflower Bank’s Executive Chairman.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE
INFORMATION!

Questions or seeking
information? - Click the
buttons on the right-
hand side to view more
information about
Monte Vista as well as
various local events in

Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce
Facebook

Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce
Instagram

Rio Grande
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the San Luis Valley! County

Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce

Member Updates

We hope you decide to
move messages from

the Monte Vista
Chamber to your

Primary tab from the
Promotions tab. By
doing so, all future

emails from us should
be delivered to the

Primary tab. Thanks!

CHECK OUT MEMBERSHIPCHECK OUT MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS HERE!BENEFITS HERE!

New
Members:

Nazarene Thrift
Store

Wenta Nip &
Sanitizing Services,

LLC
A-renovation

Services, LLC / DBA
Bobolicious Gourmet

Coffee

Renewing
Members:
Friends of the San Luis

Valley Wildlife
Refuges

H&R Block

Do you have an event in the San Luis Valley that you would
like to add to our website? Please click the button below to fill

https://www.montevistachamber.org/
https://www.montevistachamber.org/uploads/9/5/9/3/95934322/memberbenefits2019v2.pdf


out an Event Submission Form with as much information as
possible. We will add the event to the Monte Vista Chamber of
Commerce website as soon as possible and will contact you if

we have any further questions about the event.
Thank you!

Event Submission Form

https://www.montevistachamber.org/event-submission-form.html

